Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday 13th May 2026
Present; Councillors: Cllr Jeans, Cllr Bull, Cllr Bailey, Cllr Thompstone; Cllr Tomlinson 
Also present C Holmes; Borough Cllr Lock; 10 Parishioners

1. Apologies for Absence

Cllr White; Cllr Smedley; Cllr Gaskin; Cllr Page; Cllr Reader

2. Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th May 2024

All agreed to be a true record of the meeting. 

Action: Clerk to convert to upload to website

3. Matters arising from those minutes.

None

4. [bookmark: _Hlk107772593]Chairman’s Report

Good evening, everyone, and thank you for attending our Annual Parish Meeting. 

Looking back over the past two years, one of the Parish’s most significant achievements has been the completion of the estimated £225,000 Main Street road safety scheme. This has included the installation of chicanes and speed humps designed to reduce vehicle speeds and improve safety, particularly around the school and the Little Monsters area.

I believe this represents an unprecedented level of highways investment for a Staffordshire village. In addition, substantial resurfacing works were carried out during 2025/26 to improve the road surface throughout the village. As previously mentioned, the Parish Council also funded the weight restriction enforcement signage at all entry points to the village, helping to reinforce the restrictions already in place and further protect our roads and community. I am pleased to report that this arrangement has now been granted permanency. Without consistent enforcement, however, we still see some HGVs travelling through the village for purposes other than servicing commercial interests within Anslow. 

The Acorn traffic lights scheme is now expected to be delivered around September 2026 and represents a further investment of approximately £75,000. Funding and design work are already in place, and the remaining delays relate primarily to permits and ongoing negotiations with the gas utility company regarding pipework. This entire Anslow project has only been possible through the strong and effective partnership between the Parish Council and Staffordshire County Council, particularly Councillor Philip White and the Highways team, who have worked collaboratively with us over the last six years to bring these schemes to fruition despite the considerable pressures and reductions affecting local authority highways budgets. Without doubt, these works would have been delivered earlier had it not been for the disruption caused by Covid. 

Looking ahead, Councillor White remains committed to securing funding for further speed mitigation measures on Hopley Road. From the outset, it was recognised that the Anslow traffic programme would consist of three phases: Main Street, The Acorn, and Hopley Road. With two of those three phases now either completed or progressing, we have made significant progress. However, funding constraints and the changing political landscape within the County Council continue to present major challenges, and at this stage it remains uncertain when additional funding may become available. Excessive speeding remains an issue within the village, and we recognise that there is still more work to do. Nevertheless, these measures have already gone a considerable way towards making our roads safer for residents, parents, children, and pedestrians alike. 

Moving away from traffic matters, the Parish Council has applied to the Borough Council for the Bell Public House to be registered as an Asset of Community Value. This is currently being processed and would provide an important safeguard should the brewery ever decide to sell the property for purposes other than use as a public house. We regard the pub as an integral part of village life, just as the Village Hall and Village Green remain central to our community identity and spirit. 

In other areas, the Parish Council is now exploring future projects, whether heritage-based or otherwise, and we would warmly welcome ideas and input from parishioners on what these might include. 

Finally, I would like to thank you all for listening to this brief statement. We look forward to continuing to serve the community over the year ahead.

5. Annual Accounts: Unaudited Balance Sheet.

Income:
Precept for 2025/2026 was £11,835.
The parish council have also received £541.63 in allotment rents.
The VAT refund will now be received in 2025/2026 for £290.66
The total income for 2025/2026 was £12,619.19
Expenditure. 
Some great work has been done this year to ensure that we remain within our budget areas. Savings have been made across many areas.
We have seen a reduction in our village maintenance costs but with some projects upcoming in 2026/2027 this could look to increase
The main overspend in 2025/2026 was due to the introduction of compliant council email addresses and website. 
The expenditure for the year 2025/2026 was £12,145.32 which was an underspend of £473.87 against income. 
6. Councillors’ Reports: Parish Cllrs, SCC Cllr Phillip White, ESBC Cllr Russell Lock and ESBC Cllr Simon Gaskin
Borough Cllr Lock
The difference between the borough council and the county council were discussed. The councillor community fund was also discussed with all community groups able to reply. It was explained that this may be the last year of this progress due to the local government reorganisation. 
The Unity authority was discussed, and several plans were put forward but no firm decision has been made yet. 
7. Parishioners’ open forum
Holy Trinity Church
Issues were raised in relation to the congregation, funding, parking, and access to the church. Ann Lowe provided members with a history of the church within the village and highlighted the accessibility facilities available for those who are hearing impaired or physically disabled.
It was explained that services currently take place at 11.15am. However, the church has been without a vicar for some time. Following services, refreshments are served in the welcoming meeting space known as the Trinity Room, and it was noted that it would be wonderful to see more young people and families attending the church. Baptism services were also discussed, although it was acknowledged that these have declined over recent years.
Unfortunately, there are currently no burial spaces available within the churchyard. Whilst there are cremation spaces available, it was noted that many residents still wish to be buried within their home village. Complaints have therefore been received from residents who have lived in the village all their lives but are unable to be buried locally.
The Parish Council has also been approached regarding parking issues, particularly during larger services. On Sundays, parishioners are permitted to park alongside the church following the County Council lowering the pavement to facilitate parking. However, complaints have also been received from motorists travelling through the village in relation to this arrangement. For weddings, a local landowner kindly permits parking within a nearby field, although this is not always suitable during periods of wet weather. It was noted that parking limitations can restrict some church events.
Members were informed that the church forms part of a benefice with Rolleston and Tutbury, with joint services taking place on every fifth Sunday at one of the churches, followed by a shared meal.
Numerous fundraising events are held throughout the year to support the running costs of the church and the maintenance of the church building. Quotations are currently being obtained for repairs to the lighting, with costs already exceeding £1,000, and grant funding is being sought. The church bell is also currently broken and remains on the list of required repairs, with scaffolding costs alone expected to be significant.
Reference was also made to the Friends of Holy Trinity and the fact that the church provides an opportunity for supporters to contribute through standing orders or one-off donations.
The main concern raised was the ageing PCC and congregation, with very few younger people currently attending services. It was noted with sadness that attendance at the 2025 Remembrance Service had been particularly poor despite the considerable effort undertaken in preparation. Members were pleased that Little Monsters Nursery had attended to view the remembrance displays.
The award-winning church grounds are maintained by two gardeners and a working group, although it was noted that many volunteers are now in their 80s. A working party day is scheduled to take place on Saturday 16th at 9.30am, with refreshments provided, and all members of the community are welcome to attend.
The church also produces a magazine providing a snapshot of church activities and upcoming dates. Residents were encouraged to contact Ann should they wish to receive a copy.
Members agreed that they wished to support the church and ensure it remains an important part of the community.
Cllr Lock discussed the possibility of the Borough Councillor assisting in identifying available grants and funding opportunities that churches may be eligible to apply for.
It was further discussed that the Parish Council could work alongside the church to help reach more parishioners through the Parish Council website and potentially through social media, with the aim of encouraging volunteers to assist with jobs around the church. Members agreed that this was an area the Parish Council would like to focus on and support wherever possible.
Treasurers Report for 2024-2025 for Anslow Village Hall Charity 1198972
Total Income this year was £41,621.
We received £20,599 in grants, £4,099 from Awards for All and £1,500 from ESBC for our Hearing Loop, Ceiling Projector and Screen. We also received a donation of £2000 from a local resident, which meant we were also able to install a Sound System. We have also received £15,000 from Awards for All to go towards our Solar Panel Project. 
Income from Occasional hirers was £2,323, and our regular hirers £15,673 
Thanks must go to Mark for organising a fundraiser for the hall which brought in £625. We also received £85 raised by being a member of the Lottery run by ESBC.

The hall is well used: regular hirers, includes, Bridge Club, WI, Children’s Dance, Choir, Gardening Club, Karate, Martial Arts x 2, Yoga, Pilates, Parish Council, Art Appreciation, Dog training, Adult Dance (Burton Kerala) and a Faith Group.

It was sad to see the Stroke Club Fold and Little Mess also cancelled due to a lack of take up.

Occasional hirers, includes, children’s and family parties, baby showers, Baby Naming Ceremony, Christmas Wreath Making, Theatre Group, and Church fund raising events.

We also have a waiting list for the first time, but no free evenings to offer them.

Expenditure was £34,119

Our major project this year has been the installation of a ceiling projector, hearing loop, sound system and motorised screen. The sound system and remotes controlling the equipment have all been enclosed in a lockable cabinet, the key is accessed from a key safe. The equipment has enabled groups who use the hall to be able to easily show slides and use a microphone.

New flooring was installed in the two corridors, kitchen and committee room, greatly enhancing the look of these areas.

Our Sunday Faith group offered to install panels at the back of the stage to enhance the appearance of this area. Cost of the panels was split between the hall and the Faith Group; this has much improved the visual appearance of the area.

As a result of all these works, the hall continues to be kept up to date, and is not only well used, but we receive complements on the hall’s appearance and the facilities we have.

Agreed not to increase hirer’s fees this year.

To future proof the committee of the hall, a new accounting system is required, and we need to seriously consider having a web site, this would enable us to use an on-line booking system, which would relieve some of the pressure off the Bookings secretary.

Further updates to the hall still needed, these include:

Replacing main doors as lock keeps failing, decorating main hall and back rooms, new cooker, installing Solar Panels and possible EV charging point, and a request for LED Lighting to brighten up the front of the stage.


Meeting closed at 19.25pm.

The next Parish Council Meeting is the Annual Meeting of the parish council and is to be held directly after this meeting. 

Parish Council Information can be found on the internet at – www.anslowparishcouncil.org.uk

Signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council

Name:

Date:
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